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18. Harmony of Religions 
Or 

The Death - Knell to All Fanaticism 
(The first Address by Swami Vivekananda at Parliament of Religions, 

Chicago, USA, on 11th September 1893)����

Sisters and Brothers of America, 

  It fills my heart with joy unspeakable to rise in response to the grand 
words of welcome given to us by you. 

I thank you in the name of the most ancient order of monks the world has 
ever seen, of which Gautama was only a member. 

I thank you in the name of the Mother of religions, of which Buddhism 
and Jainism are but branches; and I thank you, finally, in the name of the 
millions and millions of Hindoo people of all castes and sects. 

My thanks also to some of the speakers on the platform who have told 
you that these different men from far - off nations will bear to the different lands 
the idea of toleration which they may see here. My thanks to them for this idea. 

  I am proud to belong to a religion which has taught the world both 
tolerance and universal acceptance. We believe not only in universal tolerance 
but we accept all religions to be true.  

I am proud to tell you that I belong to a religion in whose sacred 
language, the Sanskrit, the word exclusion is untranslatable. I am proud to 
belong to a nation which has sheltered the persecuted and the refugees of all 
religions and all nations of the earth. 

I am proud to tell you that we have gathered in our bosom the purest 
remnant of the Israelites, a remnant of which came to southern India and took 
refuge with us in the very years in which their holy temple was shattered to 
pieces by Roman tyranny. 

I am proud to belong to the religion which has sheltered and is still 
fostering the remnant of the grand Zoroastrian nation.  

I will quote to you, brothers, a few lines from a hymn which every 
Hindoo child repeats every day. I feel that the very spirit of this hymn, which I 
remember to have repeated from my earliest boyhood, which is every day 
repeated by millions and millions of men in India, has at last come to be 
realized. "As the different streams, having their sources in different places, all 
mingle their water in the sea; O Lord, so the different paths which men take 
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through different tendencies, various though they appear, crooked or straight, all 
lead to Thee." 

  The present convention, which is one of the most august assemblies ever 
held, is in itself an indication, a declaration to the world of the wonderful 
doctrine preached in the Gita: "Whosoever comes to Me, through whatsoever 
form I reach him, all are struggling through paths that in the end always lead to 
me." Sectarianism, bigotry and its horrible descendant fanaticism, have 
possessed long this beautiful earth.  

It has filled the earth with violence, drenched it often and often with 
human gore, destroyed civilization and sent whole nations into despair. But its 
time has come, and I fervently believe that the bell that tolled this morning in 
honor of the representatives of the different religions of the earth, in this 
parliament assembled, is the death - knell to all fanaticism, that it is the death - 
knell to all persecution with the sword or the pen, and to all uncharitable 
feelings between brethren wending their way to the same goal, but through 
different ways. 

****** 
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20. REAL WORSHIP 

 (Address at Rameswaram Ramanathaswamy Temple on 27.1.1897 by Swami 
Vivekananda)����

 It is in love that religion exists and not in ceremony, in the pure and 
sincere love in the heart. Unless a man is pure in body and mind, his coming 
into a temple and worshipping Shiva is useless. The prayers of those that are 
pure in mind and body will be answered by Shiva, and those that are impure and 
yet try to teach religion to others will fail in the end. External worship is only a 
symbol of internal worship; but internal worship and purity are the real things. 
Without them, external worship would be of no avail. Therefore you must all try 
to remember this. 

  People have become so degraded in this Kali Yuga that they think they 
can do anything, and then they can go to a holy place, and their sins will be 
forgiven. If a man goes with an impure mind into a temple, he adds to the sins 
that he had already, and goes home a worse man than when he left it. Tirtha 
(place of pilgrimage) is a place which is full of holy things and holy men. But if 
holy people live in a certain place, and if there is no temple there, even that is a 
Tirtha. If unholy people live in a place where there may be a hundred temples, 
the Tirtha has vanished from that place. And it is most difficult to live in a 
Tirtha; for if sin is committed in any ordinary place it can easily be removed, 
but sin committed in a Tirtha cannot be removed. This is the gist of all worship -
- to be pure and to do good to others. 

He who sees Shiva in the poor, in the weak, and in the diseased, really 
worships Shiva; and if he sees Shiva only in the image, his worship is but 
preliminary. He who has served and helped one poor man seeing Shiva in him, 
without thinking of his caste, or creed, or race, or anything, with him Shiva is 
more pleased than with the man who sees Him only in temples. 

  A rich man had a garden and two gardeners. One of these gardeners was 
very lazy and did not work; but when the owner came to the garden, the lazy 
man would get up and fold his arms and say, "How beautiful is the face of my 
master", and dance before him. The other gardener would not talk much, but 
would work hard, and produce all sorts of fruits and vegetables which he would 
carry on his head to his master who lived a long way off. Of these two 
gardeners, which would be the more beloved of his master? Shiva is that master, 
and this world is His garden, and there are two sorts of gardeners here; the one 
who is lazy, hypocritical, and does nothing, only talking about Shiva's beautiful 
eyes and nose and other features; and the other, who is taking care of Shiva's 
children, all those that are poor and weak, all animals, and all His creation. 
Which of these would be the more beloved of Shiva? Certainly he that serves 
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His children. He who wants to serve the father must serve the children first. He 
who wants to serve Shiva must serve His children -- must serve all creatures in 
this world first. It is said in the Shastra that those who serve the servants of God 
are His greatest servants. So you will bear this in mind. 

  Let me tell you again that you must be pure and help any one who comes 
to you, as much as lies in your power. And this is good Karma. By the power of 
this, the heart becomes pure (Chitta - shuddhi), and then Shiva who is residing 
in every one will become manifest. He is always in the heart of every one. If 
there is dirt and dust on a mirror, we cannot see our image. So ignorance and 
wickedness are the dirt and dust that are on the mirror of our hearts. Selfishness 
is the chief sin, thinking of ourselves first. He who thinks, "I will eat first, I will 
have more money than others, and I will possess everything", he who thinks, "I 
will get to heaven before others, I will get Mukti before others" is the selfish 
man. The unselfish man says, "I will be last, I do not care to go to heaven, I will 
even go to hell if by doing so I can help my brothers." This unselfishness is the 
test of religion. He who has more of this unselfishness is more spiritual and 
nearer to Shiva. Whether he is learned or ignorant, he is nearer to Shiva than 
anybody else, whether he knows it or not. And if a man is selfish, even though 
he has visited all the temples, seen all the places of pilgrimage, and painted 
himself like a leopard, he is still further off from Shiva. 

***** 
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22. Patriotism  
(Address at Victoria Hall, Chennai on 9.2.1897 by Swami Vivekananda)����

I believe in patriotism, and I also have my own ideal of patriotism. Three 
things are necessary for great achievements. First, feel from the heart. What is 
in the intellect or reason? It goes a few steps and there it stops. But through the 
heart comes inspiration. Love opens the most impossible gates; love is the gate 
to all the secrets of the universe.  

Do you feel that millions and millions of the descendants of gods and of 
sages have become next - door neighbors to brutes? Do you feel that millions 
are starving today, and millions have been starving for ages? Do you feel that 
ignorance has come over the land as a dark cloud? Does it make you restless? 
Does it make you sleepless? Has it gone into your blood, coursing through your 
veins, becoming consonant with your heartbeats? Has it made you almost mad? 
Are you seized with that one idea of the misery of ruin, and have you forgotten 
all about your name, your fame, your wives, your children, your property, even 
your own bodies? Have you done that? That is the first step to become a patriot, 
the very first step. I did not go to America, as most of you know, for the 
Parliament of Religions, but this demon of a feeling was in me and within my 
soul. I travelled twelve years all over India, finding no way to work for my 
countrymen, and that is why I went to America. Most of you know that, who 
knew me then. Who cared about this Parliament of Religions? Here was my 
own flesh and blood sinking every day, and who cared for them? This was my 
first step. 
  You may feel, then; but instead of spending your energies in frothy talk, 
have you found any way out, any practical solution, some help instead of 
condemnation, some sweet words to soothe their miseries, to bring them out of 
this living death? 
  Yet that is not all. Have you got the will to surmount mountain - high 
obstructions? If the whole world stands against you sword in hand, would you 
still dare to do what you think is right? If your wives and children are against 
you, if all your money goes, your name dies, your wealth vanishes, would you 
still stick to it? Would you still pursue it and go on steadily towards your own 
goal? As the great King Bhartrihari says, "Let the sages blame or let them 
praise; let the goddess of fortune come or let her go wherever she likes; let death 
come today, or let it come in hundreds of years; he indeed is the steady man 
who does not move one inch from the way of truth." Have you got that 
steadfastness? If you have these three things, each one of you will work 

***** 
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